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Re: MURG211

Dear Ms. Duncan:

This letter shall serve as the official response of Hairenik Association, Inc.
("Hairanik”) to the complaint filed with the Federal Election Commission designated as
MUR 6211. This complaint was received by Hairenlk on September 7, 2008.

Newspaper commentariys and opinions are not prohited “expeirditares” under the Act

Despite the Compmiint's baveiees and ill-founded atlegaiions, Hairenik has not
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act.”) Hairenik
pubiishas the Armerran Woeldy, whish is 8 nejularly published newapapsr caveling
numerous issues of interest to the Armenian and Armenian-American Community.
(Attached Dexanmting of Aree Khechetsusian, traca. 3.) It publishisd an aiinion
columal in whizh the writer encsiisaged readess to laam mére abaut a Cengrewmional
candidzte and to contrihute to his candidacy hy visiting a separate verhsite.

As a newspaper’'s publication of an opinion column, this speech is clearly
protected by the Fitst Amendment. Furthermore, the Act does not prohibit this speech.
The Act explicitly state: ttat ihe “term wxpendifure vbss not includ® — {f) any sewe
story, conurmemtary, or etiitooil] dibwibated Srough tiv fdcilitiss of any asseapumor,
magazine, or other periodical publication, unless such facilities are owned or controlied
by any poliion| sarly, polilicai commities, or candidain.” 2 U.8.C. § 43180)i#(),

eikphenio added: a
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Hairenik's publication is not an expenditure under the Act

The puidlicathe: at issus here falle eguarely within this provision. As the complaint
indicates, the column at issue was published as an "Opinion” column. Accordingly, it is
commentiiry o ediforiail umder the Act's ferms. Furttemmoin, Ammenian Weelly is a
nessspaper thist is sublishod eedicy. Both & print ediiisn and vash esiition are publiakbid
and dieyibnted to sibestben. (Khashalewian Dacl., para. 3.)

Finally, neither Amenian Weekly nor Hairenik, its parent company, are owned by
any political party, political committee or candidate. (Khachatourian Decl., para. 4.)
Hairenik is a Magsachusetts registered nonprofit corporation. (Khachatourian Decl.,
para. 5, and Exhibit A to Khachatourfan Decl.) While the Armenian National Comrhittee
of America ("ANCA") sent an enil with the same or simitar content to e opinibn
colursm: published in fite newepaper, the ANCA doas net ovr or cevitrol eithar Armuntam
Weekly or Hairenik. (Khachetourian Dee)., pora. 6.)

The comaunicstians directed potential donors to a separate aatity which aconpted the
donations and provided the required disclosures

The column included a electronic link to a separate website run by a separate
entity, ActBlue. (Attached Declaration of Aram Hamparian, para. 3.) That website
included ail of e necessary disclosures required under the Act. (Hamparian Decl.,
para. 3.) A true and correct copy of the ActBlue disclosure page that the
communicatiors referenced is attached hereto as Exhibit A te the Hampattar
Declaration.

For the above reneans, nollher Hairanik ner Armenian Wenkly violeddd the Act.
Thus, the Commissian should dismiss the aomplaint.

Please contact me with any questions or concemns. Thank you.
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SPG:da

cc. Armen Khachatourian
Armen Martin, Esq.

Julie Hayward Biggs, Esq.

LA $4815-2783-5480 v1

Very truly yours,
BURKE, WILLIAMS & BORENSEN, LLP

5@ ) (=

SARAH P. GORMAN
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WATERTOWN, MA 02472 USA
DIRECTOR HOVBEP AVAKIAN p——— NONE
GERMANTOWN, MD 20874 USA
DIRECTOR HRAIR BARONIAN 8 STRAWBERRY HILL COURT NONE
MONTVALE, NJ 07675 USA
DIRECTOR ARI KILLAN 2817 CHESTER DRIVE NONE
GLENVIEW, IL 80028 USA
— Consent —  Manufacturer — Confidential Data — Does Not Require Annual Report
__ Partnership __ Resident Agent __ For Profit — Merger Aliowed

Note: There is additional information located In the cardfile that Is not avallable on the system.

Select a type of fillng from helow to view this business entity fiings:
ALL FILINGS o
Annual Report 7
Application For Revival
Articles of Amendment
Articles of Consolidation - Foreign and Domestic 4

([ ViewFiings _ J[__ NewSearch )
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. ActBlue
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e onhne cleanmaghou-c for Denmvocratie action

Contribute now to Citizens for Krikorian

| would (ke to contribute:
€ $2500 © 85000 O $10000 © $250.00
< $500.00 © $1,000.00 © $2400.00 @ $ 180
§ would e to make this cantribution:
# Once. <) Each month, for the next months.

Payment Information

Actiie 1 Wae accept Visa, Maercard, American Express, and Discover.

Stored your Information with ActBiue Expross? | LPB0LAOW ]
First Name

Credit Card Number

Home Address

Chy Sialz ap

Country
United States

Employment Information

Last Name

Expiration Date

[} Please e-mall me occasional
updates about ActBlue. (See
our privacy palicy.)

Mnnmlmmmmhwmwmwmmnmmm in some cases, without
this information we will be forced to refund your contribution. Fhmdonothnvoblu&ounhr'NlA'

Occupastion

Employer

it nat employad, ploase enter "not employed”. Campiste even if aei- If not employed, plennre enier “none"”.
smployed. I seli-employed, please enter "self",

Contribution Eligibility
A | con?ym thet the felioniing sthatenvants are true and acourmts.
1. | am a United States clilzen or & resident alien.
2 m%mhmmmmmmm-mmwumwmmumuh
& |t makingthis contrbution wih iny own pereonsl credi card and not with a corporate or business credit card or a cand
istued to anslher person.
4. {smnot a federal contractor.
8. 1am atleast sighteen years oid.

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/citizensforkrikorian

9/16/2009
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Why Tip ActBlue?

ActBlue does not make a profit off of your contribution. We're a political non-profit whose mission is to heip
Democrats win.

Wae depend on your support to continue our work, 10 help more campaigns, and to improve our services. Plsase
leave us a tip.

& Notip ) $0.05 (5% tip) © $0.10 (10% tip) O Other: §
[ Continue—aimost fiished |

Contributions are not tax-deductible for federal income tax purposss.

Federal law requires us to use our best efforts o collect and repart the name, mailing address, occupation and
employer for individuals whese contributions exsesy $200 in a calendar year.

Pald for by ActBlue (wtanaciblue.com) asl not authodzed by any candidate or candidate’s committee.
Contributions to ActBlue are not tax deductible.

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/citizensforkrikorian 9/16/2009
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BuRKE, WiLLIAMS &
SORENSEN, LLP
ATTOoRNETS AV LAW

Los AncaLs

F OF SERVICE BY OVERNIG ELIVERY
1 am a citizen of the United States and employed in Los Angeles County, California. I am
over the age of cighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action. My business address
is 444 South Flower Street, Suite 2400, Los Angeles, Califomnia 90071-2953. On September 17,
2009, I deposited with Federal Express, a true and correst copy of the within documents:

AAIRENEK ASSCCIATION INC.'S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT
MUR #6211

in a sealed envelope, addressed as follows:

Thomasenia P. Duncea
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street, NW
Waghington, D.C. 20463

Following ordinzry business practices, the envelope was sealed and placed for collection
by Federal Expressonthidnte,andwould,inﬂ:eordi'lmrycomeofbusinas,berenievedby
Federal Express for overnight delivery on this date.

I declare that I am employed ia the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose
diresticn the service was made.

Exacuted on Septembar 17, 2D09, at Las Angeles, Califtmeria.

LA 4818-7877-7348 vi
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RECEIVED
F EDEREL ELECTION

COMMISSION
MIISEP 18 PMI2:53

FEDERAL ELEOTION COMMISSION -
2 AR
Washington, 00 20463

( STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

i T BAXIR0R) 218-3923

MURg# 5211

NAME OF OOUNSEL; Serah- P. Gorman
FiRMy Burke, Willigme & Sorensen

ADDRESS: 444 S.. Ylower Street, Suite 2400

Los_Augeles, CA 90071

TELEPHONE- OPFIOE (_213)_236-2709

The above-named individual sndfor firm is hereby designated ss my
copnse! and Is authorized to recetve any notifications and other communications
from the Commiasion snd to aot on my bshelf before the Commigsion.

—
%‘Lﬂm Res kJJ -bﬂ-ﬁéﬂ-
ARmc) naoynnalik

RESPONDENTIOLIENT Armenisn Weekly/Haixenik Association, Ine.




